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Here is a simple truth — when the poor raise their income, they rise out of poverty. Yet, somehow we have lost sight of that truth in our 

 efforts to fight poverty in the developing world. The ability of the poor to grow their income is the only way  

 they leave poverty to join the middle-class.  Having income in excess of what is required for basic survival is  

 the beginning of building wealth in the form of savings and investment. All the things we wish for the poor:  

 better healthcare, education, housing, and nutrition, happen when a poor family has regular income to  

 purchase them. Income gives the poor the thing they most lack — choice. Having choices is having self- 

 determination, dignity, and hope. 

Here is second simple truth  — higher incomes come from profitable farms and businesses. Capitalism is a powerful engine of economic  

 growth and has already lifted hundreds of millions out of poverty in Europe, North America, Japan, and now  

 China and other emerging economies. Even the father of socialism, Karl Marx, understood the enormous  

 power of the market and held a grudging respect for it writing that, “Capitalism has created more massive  

 and more colossal productive forces than have all preceding generations together.”

 

 A movement to harness that great productive power for the alleviation of poverty in the developing world  

 is emerging. Businesses that both buy from and sell to the poor are growing in Asia, Latin America, and 

 Africa, businesses that are making better livelihoods and lives for the poor.

Two Simple Truths About Ending Poverty
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Cheetah Development is a leader in the wealth creation for the poor movement but knows it alone cannot 
accomplish this mission, and that it will take hundreds of social impact businesses, adapted to local markets 
and cultures and using a wide array of business models, to free the billions from poverty. It is in this spirit of 
“open source” sharing and field building that Cheetah Development is hosting the Symposium. 

The Serious Business to End Serious Poverty Symposium will be a classroom, laboratory, and marketplace 
for people who believe the poor can raise themselves out of poverty through value creating businesses. Here 
is what you will experience at the Symposium:

n	 Jed Emerson is our inspiring and challenging keynote speaker speaking on “Impact Investing. The 100%  
 Portfolio”.

n Fast Track, with each Fast Track featuring a topic central to doing business with the poor delivered in  
 fast paced micro-sessions. Participants will join in interactive learning in topics such as Small / Medium  
 Enterprise development and impact investing. 

n Power Pitches from innovative and effective social businesses that sell to or buy from the poor. These  
 social impact businesses will deliver pitches describing the business models that move people out of 
 poverty and how they produce both social and financial returns for their investors

n Share your ideas and passion with others who believe we can have a world free of poverty. This is an  
 by invitation only event to bring together people who care deeply about finding new ways to move beyond  
 charity and aid to help the developing world’s poor.

THE SERIOUS BUSINESS TO END SERIOUS POVERTY SYMPOSIUM 
is a gathering of thinkers and doers engaged in or supporting the 
movement to end poverty through wealth creation among the poor.

We are proud to present as our keynote speaker Jed Emerson, Impact Investing Thought Leader and co-author of Impact Investing: 
Transforming How We Make Money While Making a Difference

 Jed Emerson has broad and deep experience leading, staffing and advising funds, firms, social ventures  
 and foundations pursuing financial performance with social/environmental impact. Jed currently focuses  
 on working with families exploring how to ensure a long term legacy by managing their full net worth for  
 impact and engage in family processes which bring multiple generations into that effort. He is an 
 internationally recognized Thought Leader in sustainability and sustainable finance, impact investing, social  
 entrepreneurship and strategic philanthropy. Emerson has played founder roles with some of the nation’s  
 leading venture philanthropy, community venture capital and social enterprises. Jed was twice selected as 
  one of North America’s Top 100 Thought Leaders in Trustworthy Business Behavior.

 Emerson serves as a Senior Advisor to two family offices, the RS Group (Hong Kong) and the Blue Haven  
 Initiative (Chicago/New York) and as Chief Impact Strategist with ImpactAssets, a nonprofit financial  
 services firm and was Managing Director for Integrated Performance with Uhuru Capital Management, a  
 commercial market fund of hedge funds group with an impact investing strategy

 His academic roles include being a Senior Fellow with the Center for Social Investment, Heidelberg  
 University (Germany) and Clinical Professor with NYU-Abu Dhabi. He has held faculty appointments at  
 Harvard, Stanford and Oxford University Business Schools.
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 TIME EVENT

 7:30 – 8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

 8:30 – 8:45 am Welcoming Remarks

 8:45 – 9:30 am  Plenary Keynote: Jed Emerson, Co–Author of 
  Impact Investing: Transforming How We Make Money While Making a Difference 
  and Chief Impact Strategist with ImpactAssets

 9:30 – 9:45 am Networking Break

 9:45 – 11:15 am Fast Track Micro Sessions

 11:15 – 11:30 am Networking Break

 11:30 – 1:00 pm Lunch Served and Luncheon Panel: 
  “Serious Business to End Serious Poverty. 
  What Works?” moderated by Jed Emerson

 1:00 – 1:15 pm Networking Break

 1:15 – 2:30 pm Power Pitches from Social Impact Businesses

 2:30 – 2:45 pm Closing Remarks

 2:45 – 4:30 pm  Reception

The common thread among Symposium attendees is a belief that poverty in the developing world will end 
when the poor are able to support themselves through the income generated by farms and businesses and 
that philanthropy and impact investment should align with that belief. The Symposium will attract decision 
makers from foundations, family offices, and high net worth individuals who are making, or exploring options 
for, impact investments in funds and companies that lift people out of poverty. 

Symposium 
Attendees

Provisional
Symposium 
Agenda

THE SERIOUS BUSINESS TO END SERIOUS POVERTY SYMPOSIUM 
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Sponsorship Opportunities

Sponsoring “Serious Business to End Serious Poverty” is an opportunity to have your organization advance the movement to end 

developing world poverty through the power of the market and to be recognized by an audience of decision makers and investors.

LEVEL AMOUNT SPONSOR BENEFITS

KEYNOTE SPONSOR Sponsor executive introduces the keynote speaker

 Twenty tickets for employees or guests for the entire symposium  
 Two tables at the keynote and luncheon with seating for 20

 Exclusive, Top Line logo placement as the Keynote Sponsor on all print and 
 electronic collateral materials, and event signage

 Full-page ad in the symposium program

PROGRAM SPONSORS Sponsor executive introduces the program section 
 Ten tickets for employees or guests for the entire symposium   
 One table at the keynote and luncheon with seating for 10

 Top Line logo placement as the Program Sponsor for all print and 
 electronic collateral materials and event signage 
 Full-page ad in the Symposium program

TABLE SPONSORS 10 tickets for employees or guests for the entire symposium

 Table sign with company name 
 Listing in program 

PRINTED PROGRAM 5 tickets for employees or guests for the entire symposium

 Table sign with company name 

 Listing in program 

$20,000
1 available

$5,000 each
4 available
FAST TRACK SESSIONS
LUNCHEON PANEL
POWER PITCHES
AFTERNOON RECEPTION

$1,500 each
10 available

$1,500
1 available
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To reserve your sponsorship, please complete this form and return to:

Brad Brown    	x    Cheetah Development    	x     906 1st St. E.  Hastings, MN 55033

KEY CONTACT (The person in your organizations that will receive all Symposium communications and coordinate logistics)

Name:

Title:

Organization:

Mailing Address:

City :           State:  Zip:

Direct Phone:

Email:

Sponsorship Packages:

  KEYNOTE SPONSOR $20,000       

  PROGRAM SPONSORS $5,000 each  

FAST TRACK SESSIONS                 LUNCHEON PANEL                  POWER PITCHES                 AFTERNOON RECEPTION     

  TABLE SPONSORS $1,500 each      

  PRINTED PROGRAM $1,500

Please make your check payable to:  Cheetah Development  

Mail to:        Cheetah Development 
      Attn: Symposium
      906 1st St. E.  
      Hastings, MN 55033

Reserve Your Sponsorship



ABOUT CHEETAH DEVELOPMENT, THE HOST ORGANIZATION

Africa’s economic transformation begins on the farm and can be the means by which millions 
are lifted out of poverty and into sustainable livelihoods. In Africa, as it has in other regions 
over the course of history, farming can create a foundation on which a diversified and growing 
economy rests. Cheetah Development serves the agronomy and marketing needs of small holder 
African farmers by (1) organizing registered farmer’s groups, (2) agronomy assistance for farmer 
productivity and yield improvement, (3) facilitating scale appropriate (over microfinance size) 
crop input loans for farmers groups, and, (4) purchasing farmer’s groups crops for resale for fair 
market prices. 

Cheetah Development is a hybrid organization with Cheetah Development, Inc., a U.S. 501(c)(3) 
corporation, owning a subsidiary for profit corporation, Cheetah Development Tanzania.  
Cheetah Development Tanzania operates agriculture value chain businesses in Africa while 
Cheetah Development Inc. supports the work of organizing new farmer groups and plays the 
vital role of developing and incubating new business concepts, the best of which are launched 
as for profit businesses. This blending of philanthropic and investment capital allows Cheetah 
Development to bring wealth creating businesses into the challenging African business 
environment by first using philanthropic capital to make the businesses attractive to impact 
investors. As the businesses grow and become profitable they will then attract conventional 
investors.

Cheetah Development, Inc. manages 2 funds, the Africa Farmers Collateral Fund I and Africa 
Agriculture Equity Fund I that raise capital for the mission. The Africa Farmers Collateral Fund 
I collateralizes crop input loans to farmers while the Africa Agriculture Equity Fund I invests in 
early stage agriculture value chain Small Medium Enterprises.

For further information contact: 
Brad Brown
(763) 458-4650
brad.brown@cheetahdevelopment.org


